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Sent to: 

May 23, 2016 comments-pacificsouthwest-sequoia@fs.fed.us 

  

Eric LaPrice ï District Ranger cc: Ara Marderosian 

OôDell Tucker ï Project Planner Alison Sheehey 

Western Divide Ranger District Joe Fontaine 

32588 Hwy 190 Dr. Michael Connor 

Springville, CA 93265 Kevin Elliott  

Stephen A. Montgomery 

 

  

Subject: Tobias Project DEIS Comments for Sequoia ForestKeeper, the Kern-Kaweah 

Chapter of the Sierra Club, and Western Watersheds Project 

 

Sequoia ForestKeeper, the Kern-Kaweah Chapter of the Sierra Club, and Western Watersheds 

Project wish to provide the following Draft EIS comments for the Tobias Project. 

 

Tobias Project Additional Concerns 

 

 

Sequoia ForestKeeper received an anonymous tip that a trail had been constructed without 

environmental documentation or review starting in the Giant Sequoia National Monument and 

ending near Dry Meadow on Portuguese Pass Road. On Monday, May 23, 2016, Alison Sheehey 

went into the forest to investigate this situation and found that in fact a new unsigned trail has 

been constructed starting on 24S50 and ending at 23S16. Alison reported the following: 

 

The trail was marked with orange flagging. The trail origination appears to have been started at 

multiple points and remains almost hidden from view. The tipster said that the Western Divide 

Ranger District approved of this project.  
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The trail appears to have little use but is already quite eroded. I walked about 1000 feet of the 

trail from the top and found two meadow incursions and two unengineered water crossings.  

I then drove to the exit point near Dry Meadow on 23S16 and found the trail winding through a 

Penny Pine plantation of giant sequoia and Jeffery pine. The exit point was an incline onto the 

road which was eroding.  

This new trail done without a CE, EA, or EIS is troubling and conveys a lack of conformity to 

the NEPA and public disclosure requirements that USDA Forest Service employees are bound to 

uphold.  

The vegetation in this area was lush with little evidence of the conifer die-off that has affected 

much of the Sierra Nevada. This leads me to one obvious question, with millions of dead trees, 

why is Sequoia National Forest interested in harvesting even one live one?  

Also I observed a Willow Flycatcher in Tyler Meadow at 35.832455°, -118.556065°. It was 

ñwhittingò, but did not make a ñfitz bewò sound. This species is listed as endangered by the 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife and the subspecies extimus is listed as endangered by 

the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 
 

1. Giant Sequoia National Monument boundary sign. 35.8398, -118.5764 

2. Trail beginning. 35.8393, -118.5761 

3. Curve in trail. 35.8393, -118.5756 

4. Unengineered stream crossing quite a deep chasm. 35.8391, -118.5750 

5. Trail end at 23S16 paved road to Johnsondale. 35.8415, -118.5509 

6. Location where Willow Flycatcher was observed. 35.8326, -118.5562 

 

Photos 
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Figure 1. Healthy forest in the Tobias project area. Cut live trees when millions are dead? 

 
Figure 2. Road to Tobias Peak and Bull Run Pass user Trail. 



Page 4 of 11 

 

 
Figure 3. Motorcycle tracks are evident in the Giant Sequoia National Monument 
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Figure 4. Motorcycle damage in Bull Run Meadow 

 
Figure 5. Truck damage in Bull Run Meadow 
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Figure 6. Upper Bull Run Pass user trail entrance 

 
Figure 7. Upper Bull Run Pass user trail cut through mature whitethorn 

 
Figure 8. Upper Bull Run Pass user trail cut whitethorn branch 
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Figure 9. Upper Bull Run Pass user trail orange flagging was used to delineate the trail 

 
Figure 10. Upper Bull Run Pass user trail cut through various habitats and had large rock obstacles 

 
Figure 11. Upper Bull Run Pass user trail was blocked by trees and motorcycles cut new paths through the second meadow 


