Congress of the United States
Washington, BE 20515

June 1, 2011

The Honorable Barack Obama
President of the United States
The White House
Washington, DC

Dear President Obama;

We are writing to ask you to use your presidential powers to transfer jurisdiction of the
Giant Sequoia National Monument to the National Park Service of the Department of the
Interior.

The intent of national monuments is to protect important features of areas that have
cultural importance, prehistoric prominence, and/or important scientific and ecological
significance. It was pressure from citizen groups, organizations, and members of the
Congress at the beginning of the 20th century, according to Gerald W. Williams, Ph.D.,
U.S.D.A. Forest Service in National Monuments and the Forest Service, that eventually
spurred Congress to pass the Antiquities Act in 1906. This Act gave the President the
power to “combat the increasing acts of vandalism and even destruction” of important
cultural and natural areas around the country by designating national monuments. One of
its first uses was when President Teddy Roosevelt designated the Grand Canyon a U.S.
National Monument on January 11, 1908.

No national monument in the United States could more perfectly fit this definition than
Giant Sequoia National Monument. It contains the unique Sequoia forest ecosystems
centered around the Sequoias, the largest trees in the world, indeed, the Earth’s largest
living individual organisms, which are also some of the tallest and oldest trees on Earth,
and which occur naturally only in this one area of the world. Additionally, the Sequoia
groves contain rare species and many sites containing historical artifacts from various
eras of human occupation dating to the prehistoric. Giant Sequoia National Monument
contains 50% of the world’s remaining giant Sequoias.

Prior to 2000, these 327,769 acres of Sequoia groves were called Sequoia National Forest
and were managed for timber production by the U.S. Forest Service, which for decades
allowed aggressive logging in the Sequoia groves that supplied four nearby lumber mills
with a continuous supply of timber. The Forest Service, proud of its logging programs in
the Sequoia forests, erected “educational” markers along a Sequoia grove visitor trail
explaining and illustrating the different stages of timber production, from logging trees to
milling them in the timber mills.
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It was this destruction to the Sequoias by the Forest Service logging program that led
President Clinton on April 15, 2000 to use his powers under the Antiquities Act to
designate the Sequoia groves and the surrounding forest of the Sequoia National Forest as
the Giant Sequoia National Monument. Clinton’s Proclamation stated “No portion of the
monument shall be considered to be suited for timber production...” and “No new roads
or trails will be authorized within the monument except to further the purposes of the
monument.” Despite President Clinton’s designation of the Giant Sequoia National
Monument in 2000, the Forest Service continued logging.

In 2004, in the premier tourist spot in the Monument known as the Trail of 100 Giants,
the Forest Service closed access to the public for a year and conducted logging
operations. When the site was reopened the following year, hundreds of giant trees,
including 300-year-old sugar pines, and hundreds of smaller trees had been logged under
Forest Service direction, destroying the natural character of this world-famous Sequoia
grove. In protest, on October 13, 2006, 29 members of the House of Representatives
wrote to the Secretary of Agriculture and the Chief of the Forest Service pointing out that
the logging was in violation of the National Environmental Policy Act, and demanded
that the Forest Service end logging operations in the Giant Sequoia National Monument.

But logging continued throughout the National Monument, including large-tree removal,
falsely labeled as “hazard tree” projects. The Burton Timber Sale included construction
of twelve miles of new roads, although new roads are prohibited by the Monument
Proclamation.

Five citizen groups had sued the Forest Service for its illegal management plan for the
Giant Sequoia National Monument, and in 2006 a federal judge ruled that the Forest
Service plan was in violation of NEPA. The judge required the Forest Service to write a
new plan and also halted logging on the timber sales that remained.

In September 2010, 48 members of Congress wrote to the Chief of the Forest Service and
to the Supervisor of the Sequoia National Forest criticizing the new Giant Sequoia
National Monument management plan just released by the Forest Service, which would
allow continued and even increased logging. The new plan draft would enable the
destructive Ice, Saddle, and White River Timber Sales to be completed and would
implement salvage logging and “hazard tree” logging without scientific basis and without
complying with the letter and protective intent of the Monument Proclamation.

The logging and road building in the Sequoia groves after they were proclaimed a
national monument in 2000 bring to mind an incident told in National Monuments and
the Forest Service. The author relates how in 1943 President Franklin D. Roosevelt
established the Jackson Hole National Monument, turning over management of this
federal land from the Forest Service to the National Park Service. In retaliation, the local
staff of the Forest Service ripped out the plumbing and telephone equipment before
turning their office over to the Park Service. This Forest Service behavior seems all too
similar to the logging which caused irreparable ecological damage in 2004 in the Trail of



100 Giants, the very spot where President Clinton signed the proclamation creating the
Monument.

After more than a decade of destructive logging and road-building by the Forest Service
in Giant Sequoia National Monument, and after repeated failures to produce an
environmentally sound and legal management plan for the Monument or to comply with
federal court orders, the Forest Service has demonstrated it has neither the intention nor
the institutional ability to protect this American national ecological treasure.

Clearly, the time is long overdue for transfer of authority to the National Park Service, an
agency with a 120-year record of properly managing the unique Sequoia ecosystems in
Sequoia, Yosemite, and Kings Canyon National Parks, with the purpose of protecting the
Sequoia forests and on behalf of the American people, not for a few local timber
interests.

Therefore, we the undersigned ask you to use your presidential powers to transfer

jurisdiction of the Giant Sequoia National Monument to the National Park Service
immediately, in order to protect this irreplaceable national and worldwide jewel for future

generations of Americans.
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